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Where the money-getting is the function of the husband
alone, as is the case in many kinds of occupation, and
regularly in the higher forms, the wife has still an important
field of activity in looking out for the preservation of the
family property, and especially in applying it to meet the
family needs. Upon her depends the prosperity of the
common establishment and of everything the family is
thereby enabled to do.

As regards the second general condition of life, occupa-
tion, it is only to a very limited extent that the members of
a family can aim directly at like ends. Actual community
of employment can exist only under relatively simple con-
ditions, and in forms of occupation that make it possible for
husband and wife to have equal or similar shares of the
work involved. These conditions are approximately filled
almost nowhere save in the life of the small farmer. And
the moral advantage of such community of labour is very
slight It does away with a division of functions that is
adapted to the physical differences between man and woman
and in so doing imposes tasks on the woman that tend
to produce corresponding alterations in her nature. It is
when the labours of husband and wife are complementary,
not identical, that we find the truly moral family relation-
ship. The woman whose occupation has rendered her
masculine has lost those qualities of disposition that render
her valuable to the family* Her work is no longer prized
as the qualitative complement to that of man: it is claimed
as a quantitative assistance, like that of a labourer in his
service.

A complete antithesis to this state of affairs, where man
and wife share Equally in a common labour or business, is
formed by the case where they follow wholly different occu-
pations. In the lower forms of employment the pressure
of hardship has long since made such a relation necessary.